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Education:

 SEQ CHAPTER \h \r 1M. A., Hunter College: English as a Second Language, 
B.A., City University of New York: Art and Psychology
Certificates from the New School in teaching movement and Rassias Language Learning 

I became a Master Gardener in 2012 after gardening for 40 years.

Teaching:

- In NYC: Hunter College, York College, CUNY Language Immersion Institute, the United Nations working with diplomats, and Brooklyn International H.S. Bridge to College program.

- In Hudson Valley: SUNY Ulster, UCC, the C.I.A. and with farmworkers
- published articles TESOL journals and presented at TESOL conferences
- I have worked summers for the past twelve years at the Ketchum-Grande residential high school for troubled teenage girls.  Among the many projects I initiated, we created a one hundred foot in diameter butterfly/pollinator garden.
Life Experiences:

-  I have been raising, releasing and tagging monarch butterflies since 1972 and was the first woman from the United States to find the overwintering habitats of monarchs in Mexico in 1977 after a two month search. I have returned to Mexico almost every year since then, including on a grant from the Insect Migration Association to tag monarchs in Mexico to study their northward migration

-  I have lived with the mountain people and among the butterflies, working with the indigenous women for over thirty years to develop and sell their handwoven pine needle crafts. 
- I was on the Board of Directors of the non-profit organizations: Michoacan Reforestation Fund, La Cruz Habitat Protection Project, and Forests for Monarchs. Over a period of fifteen years, I helped facilitate the planting of over six million trees in and around the monarchs’ overwintering habitats in Michoacan, Mexico

. I was a storyteller and guide for fifteen years at the American Museum of Natural History’s live butterfly vivarium exhibit, in addition to being a guest lecturer.
- I am the author of the sold out book, The Spirit of Butterflies: Myth, Magic & Art, published by Harry Abrams

- I have lectured nationally and in Canada at, among others, the American and National Museums of Natural History, Harvard MNH, Yale Peabody Museum, Princeton Library, The Smithsonian, Huntington Library & Gardens, Royal Botanical Gardens of Canada, at various events in Central Park in NYC, at the Distinguished lecture series of Crow Canyon, Colorado. In addition, I have given presentations at numerous schools, libraries, museums, universities, zoological parks and nature centers.

-  I coordinated the eco-educational Spirit of Butterflies Tours to visit the monarchs and more in Mexico. The tour was the recipient of the 2002 Smithsonian Travel Conservation Award.
- I have been featured in a few documentaries, including, Papalotzin the story of a pilot of an ultralight aircraft that flies with the monarchs from Canada to Mexico, The Secret Life of Butterflies, by Discovery Canada, Butterfly Trees by Kay Milam, and in a recent short documentary by the Catskill Mountain Keepers about protecting pollinators. Southwest Airlines did a short video of a journey when they flew me and a late monarch from Albany to San Antonio, where I released the butterfly in early November 2012 at the S.A.Botanical Gardens. In 2016, I returned to S.A.B.G. with 60 late emerging monarchs on October 31st.  The stories were featured globally in hundreds of articles in print and on the radio, including NPR.
- I have been interviewed on numerous radio programs, including BBC & NPR and featured in newspaper and magazine articles, including, but not limited to the Poughkeepsie Journal’s Living and Being, The Good Life Journal, written by local teenagers, The Woodstock Times, The Daily Freeman, La Voz, and Las Noticias.   I’ve also been mentioned in many books related to butterflies and the environment, including The Dangerous World of Butterflies by Peter Laufer and The Voice of the Infinite in the Small by Joanne Lauck.
-  I initiated the Pollinator Friendly Towns Project in January 2014, getting my town of Olive to vote to protect pollinators.  www.pollinatorfriendlytowns.org 

- I created a butterfly/pollinator garden in front of the Olive Town Library and another at the Olive Justice Court and Meeting Hall.

-  I was instrumental in getting the NYCDEP to stop spraying glyphosate on the majority of ninety-nine miles of roads they control and around the reservoirs that supply NYC drinking water. Part of the strategy beyond letters and calls was initiating a petition that gathered over 1200 signatures 
-  I was influential in making a new eleven and a half mile hiking/biking trail in Ulster County a pollinator pathway.
-  The town of Marbletown’s Environmental Commission dedicated their butterfly/pollinator garden to me, with a sign and a ceremony on August 26th , 2017, since I was the inspiration for its creation

- The town of Claremont is similarly inspired to create butterfly/pollinator gardens in their town, with town officials visiting my gardens in Shokan, N.Y.
-  Tours of my three acres of gardens are open to the public a few times each summer for the past twelve years. My gardens are certified as a National Wildlife Backyard Habitat and a Monarch Waystation.
- I am currently seeking a publisher for my book, Adventures of a Butterfly Warrior.

-  I am promoting entrepreneurship 

There are five videos and more information on my websites:
www.spiritofbutterflies.com
www.pollinatorfriendlytowns.org 
